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Minister to open flagship multi-purpose centre at Cillin Hill, Kilkenny - First of its kind in Ireland

Mary Coughlan, TD, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, will officially open Kilkenny Mart’s flagship multi-purpose centre, Cillin Hill, on the outskirts of Kilkenny City, on Thursday 17th April.   The first of its kind in Ireland, Cillin Hill is breaking new ground providing an innovative multi-purpose venue and conference centre alongside progressive state-of-the-art facilities for the core business of livestock sales.  
Designed by leading Kilkenny architects Dalton and O’Donnell, project managed by Nolan Ryan, Cillin Hill is a 28-acre development, located at the gateway to Kilkenny on the Dublin/Carlow Road.  This landmark development features:
· The Hub, a 17,000 sq ft multi-purpose venue, the biggest of its size in the southeast

· Conference facilities and meeting rooms, with wireless broadband throughout
· State of the art sales rings

· Office & retail units
· The Amber Bar and Restaurant

· Ample car parking

The purpose of developing this extensive complex and expanding from the core trade of livestock sales was to diversify business and thereby increase the long-term viability of Kilkenny Mart.  CEO Michael Lynch states “Recognising the challenges presented to Kilkenny Mart by the decline in farming in Ireland, the management committee sought to develop alternative income streams to make the organisation viable in the long-term.  One of the key elements of this progressive strategy at Cillin Hill is the development of The Hub, one of the biggest multi-purpose venues in the south-east, which comes with a range of meeting rooms and conference facilities.  By developing new markets in events and conferencing, we can complement our core business of livestock sales, enabling us to continue to be the leading providers of a fair system of trading to farmers in the south east”.

Kilkenny Mart Chairman Michael Parsons adds “Our core customer is the farmer and, with our new state-of-the-art auction facilities here at Cillin Hill, along with our range of retail and office units, we are providing a one-stop-shop, tailored to meet the needs of the modern-day farmer.  It is essential, however, that we also reach out to the non-farming community.  Through The Hub we are becoming a thriving resource for Kilkenny and the south-east, having already hosted a number of successful non-farming events, such as Kilkenny Arts Festival, the Modern Homes and Building Show and the South-East Car Auction.  The audiences and markets for these events are often not even aware that they are in a mart building, as everything – The Hub, our conference facilities and the Amber restaurant – is located away from the mart offices and sales rings”.

Cillin Hill is owned and operated by Kilkenny Co-operative Livestock Market Ltd (KCLML), a Friendly Society, established in 1956 to provide a fair system of trading for farmers.  KCLML is a co-operative organisation, governed by a voluntary committee of shareholders who are elected annually at the organisation’s AGM.
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Further info: Maeve Butler, Marketing & Business Development 

(056) 7764552 / 7721407 / info@thehubkilkenny.ie   

ADDITIONAL INFO:
Cillin Hill Design Team

Architects: Dalton & O’Donnell Architects

Project Managers: Nolan Ryan

Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers

Noel Lawler Consulting Engineers

Cillin Hill Construction

Construction: Kevin Moore Building Contractor Ltd

Lachen Engineering Ltd

Blanchfield Heating Ltd

Events at The Hub/Cillin Hill

Modern Homes & Building Show

Southern Brides South East Wedding Show

South-East Car Auctions

John Deere New Horizon Tour

Kilkenny Arts Festival

Weekly Farmers’ Market

Beef Ireland Expo 2008
National Winter Fair

Cillin Hill Management

Chief Executive: Michael Lynch

Chairman: Michael Parsons

Secretary: Larry Cantwell

Tenants at Cillin Hill

IFA

IFAC

Farm Relief Services

Veterinary practice
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