PRESS RELEASE: 23 June 2008

Mercury Rev perform at The Hub for Kilkenny Arts Festival – 12th August

 

Kilkenny Arts Festival has unveiled an impressive new music line-up for this year’s festival which runs from 8th-17th August.  “Wired”, the festival’s new music strand, sees Mercury Rev perform at The Hub, Cillin Hill on Tuesday 12th August.  Tickets (EUR32.50) are now on sale through Ticketmaster.  The full festival programme will be launched on 1st July when the festival box office opens at the St Francis Abbey Brewery, Parliament Street, Kilkenny.  Further info from www.kilkennyarts.ie 

Psychedelic, experimental, rock band Mercury Rev have surprised and enlightened fans for over a decade and a half with their maverick explorations, and now festival-goers will have the opportunity to hear them perform at Kilkenny’s new music venue The Hub at Cillin Hill.  Previous NME and MOJO album of the year winners, their forthcoming release Snowflake Midnight, with its injection of vintage and present-day electronics, confirms Mercury Rev’s rare essence is intact and they’re not to be missed.  The band will be supported by Belfast-based duo Oppenheimer, as well as Alphastates, fronted by Kilkenny native Catherine Dowling.

Announcing the release of tickets for Mercury Rev and the other new music events on the Wired programme, Matthew Nolan of music ensemble 3epkano, the Curators of “Wired” said “Kilkenny Arts Festival has a reputation for the highest quality in its programming, particularly in its music sphere, where it has always excelled in classical, jazz, world and traditional music.  Wired represents a new and original curatorial addition to the festival’s music programme.  The choice of headline acts and their importance to alternative music culture is real evidence of the festival’s commitment to innovation and lays down a marker for its future ambitions in this strand”.

Kilkenny Arts Festival is a non-profit organisation, principally funded by The Arts Council, Fáilte Ireland and Kilkenny County and Borough Councils and gratefully acknowledges the support of all sponsors.  Kilkenny Arts Festival 2008 runs from 8th – 17th August.  Further info from www.kilkennyarts.ie 
ENDS

ADDITIONAL INFO

Mercury Rev (US)
Psychedelic, experimental, rock band Mercury Rev commanded worldwide attention with their opus Deserter’s Songs in 1998, its sweeping orchestrations and poetically heartfelt lyrics earning album of the year accolades from NME and MOJO.  Their thrill-seeking continued on All is Dream in 2001, before stumbling into exhilarating new musical galaxies with The Secret Migration (2005), described by Rolling Stone as “their great life-cycle album, their own Dark Side of the Moon, except this one ends in promise and light”.  Snowflake Midnight, their forthcoming release, confirms their rare essence is intact, but tilted on its axis.  With its injection of vintage and present-day electronics, this sounds like a regenerated Mercury Rev.  Few bands can reinvent themselves even once, but this heralds the sound of lightning striking again.  Not to be missed.
”effortlessly epic” NME

Oppenheimer (NORTHERN IRELAND)
Combining smart song-writing with exuberant melodies, this Belfast-based duo are set to restore the three-minute pop song to its rightful throne.  Their debut self-titled album with acclaimed US indie label Bar None was followed by the equally bright Take the Whole Mid-Range and Boost It.

Alphastates (IRELAND)
A breathtaking, brooding mix of electronica, pop and rock, Alphastates debut album Made From Sand garnered many prestigious awards, festival headline slots and TV appearances.  Fronted by Kilkenny native Catherine Dowling, their much-anticipated follow-up, “Human Nature” is on the way.  

EVENT INFO:
Tuesday 12th August, Doors 7.30pm, Support 8pm, The Hub at Cillín Hill, Dublin Road, Kilkenny
Adm EUR32.50. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.com from 20 June. 
From Kilkenny Arts Festival Box Office (St Francis Abbey Brewery, Parliament St, Kilkenny) from Tuesday 1st July. www.kilkennyarts.ie 


