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Minister commends “foresight, initiative and vision” at opening of Cillin Hill  
Mary Coughlan, TD, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, officially opened Cillin Hill, the flagship multi-purpose centre on the outskirts of Kilkenny City, which is owned and operated by Kilkenny Mart, last evening, Thursday 17th April.   The opening was attended by over 600 people from Kilkenny and beyond, with representatives from the farming and business community, founding members of Kilkenny Mart, the Cillin Hill design team, politicians, funders and key decision-makers in Kilkenny.  
Following a tour of Cillin Hill Centre, Minister Coughlan unveiled a plaque in the main hallway commemorating the opening, following which all guests attended a 5-course banquet, served in Cillin Hill’s stunning venue, The Hub.  All guests were overwhelmed with the transformation of The Hub from an exhibition venue to an elegant ballroom for the evening and many commented that Kilkenny and the south-east now has a superb venue to compete with the very best on a national scale.  
Opening Cillin Hill, Minister Coughlan said “I wish to congratulate all parties involved in the relocation of Kilkenny Co-operative Livestock Mart to its new premises at Cillin Hill.  The foresight, initiative and vision allied to the hard work of many people have helped to create this magnificent ultra modern multi-purpose facility anchored by the mart’s main business of livestock sales.  The success of the venture underlines the high standards achieved by Kilkenny Mart in meeting the requirements of farmers and the wider community”.

Minister Coughlan went on to say “The operation here at Cillin Hill sets a standard that is appropriate to a rapidly changing agricultural environment reliant on vibrant export markets.  With this venture, which is the first of its kind in Ireland, Kilkenny Mart is equipped to face the challenges of 21st century markets.  I would like to compliment the commitment and vision of Kilkenny Co-operative Livestock Market Committee, the pioneers of this idea, and the expertise and skill of the design team and construction company in bringing this dream to fruition”.  She added “I commend the approach of enriching the mart experience by offering many alternatives for those visiting Cillin Hill.  The complex has the capacity to cater for a wide range of large scale events including trade fairs, exhibitions and concerts”.

Michael Lynch, CEO of Kilkenny Mart, said “Tonight we are not just celebrating the opening of a new mart: we are celebrating a new vision for the future of this agricultural community… Cillin Hill is a magnificent achievement, a brave and daring move into the future.  There is no other development or venue of this type anywhere in Ireland.  Kilkenny Mart is leading the way in terms of vision and business approach”.  He went on to say “Cillin Hill has the splendidly attired space that you are all sitting in tonight – The Hub. This is a multipurpose venue that we hope will become the leading venue of its type in the south-east. We have already hosted here exhibitions, car auctions and some sales. Shortly, we hope to add to that list conferences, launches and performance events. We believe that it will not only be a valuable addition to Kilkenny Mart’s portfolio, but will also contribute significantly to the development of business and tourism in Kilkenny”.
The purpose of developing this extensive complex and expanding from the core trade of livestock sales was to diversify business and thereby increase the long-term viability of Kilkenny Mart.  Speaking at the opening, Kilkenny Mart Chairman Michael Parsons stated “As core Mart business has retracted over the years, it was very evident that we would need other income streams.  We have incorporated a major retail and commercial block at Cillin Hill and negotiations are well under way for the letting of many of them.  As you have heard, The Hub, our venue this evening, is a unique offering to the south-east, providing an ideal setting for every occasion.  Plans are now underway for a second phase of development across the road here at Cillin Hill and we are continuing with our partners in Citymart to develop plans for the proper and sustainable development of the city centre.  Our plans for Barrack Street are now with An Bord Pleanala”.

Michael Parsons went on to say “Notwithstanding our diversification plans, we are totally committed to the purpose for which we were founded: the transparent and open selling of livestock…  For Cillin Hill to prosper, however, the agricultural commercial sector must continue to be viable… This opening is the culmination of much work, by this Society and other agencies, over many years.  Minister, we thank you for performing the official opening.  Your presence here is an endorsement of the long success of this Society as well as its ambitious plans for the future and for that we are grateful.  I want to acknowledge your positive support for this project by awarding us a grant of almost EUR1m”.
Declan Gibbons, a member of Kilkenny Mart Committee, who was MC for the evening, expressed the gratitude of Kilkenny Mart to the evening’s sponsors: “Without our sponsors, this evening would not have been possible.  We are most grateful to Bank of Ireland, Dalton and O’Donnell Architects, Nolan Ryan Project Managers, Kevin Moore Building Contractor Ltd, Noel Lawler Consulting Engineers, Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers, Lachen Engineering, Tony Kirwan Civil Engineering, Blanchfield Heating, FBD and Power and Associates”.

Cillin Hill is owned and operated by Kilkenny Co-operative Livestock Market Ltd (KCLML), a Friendly Society, established in 1956 to provide a fair system of trading for farmers.  KCLML is a co-operative organisation, governed by a voluntary committee of shareholders who are elected annually at the organisation’s AGM.  Further info from www.cillinhill.com or www.thehubkilkenny.ie 

ENDS

Further info: Maeve Butler, Marketing & Business Development 

(056) 7721407 / info@thehubkilkenny.ie   

ADDITIONAL INFO:
Cillin Hill Design Team

Architects: Dalton & O’Donnell Architects

Project Managers: Nolan Ryan

Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers

Noel Lawler Consulting Engineers

Cillin Hill Construction

Construction: Kevin Moore Building Contractor Ltd

Lachen Engineering Ltd

Blanchfield Heating Ltd

Cost of Cillin Hill development: 

EUR16m

Events at The Hub/Cillin Hill

Modern Homes & Building Show

Southern Brides South East Wedding Show

South-East Car Auctions

John Deere New Horizon Tour

Kilkenny Arts Festival

Weekly Farmers’ Market

Beef Ireland Expo 2008
National Winter Fair

Cillin Hill Management

Chief Executive: Michael Lynch

Chairman: Michael Parsons

Secretary: Larry Cantwell

Tenants at Cillin Hill

IFA

IFAC

Farm Relief Services

Veterinary practice

Further info from www.cillinhill.com or www.thehubkilkenny.ie 

ENDS

