Kilkenny People Column
We’ve had the rain – and now we’re getting The Ark
27 July 2007
_______________________________________________________________________________

“Just two weeks to go”, prompts Jane Russell, our Artist Liaison guru, as she puts the final touches to the Artist Liaison “Bible” (not the only biblical reference this week).  This “bible” is the schedule of arrivals, accommodation, performances and departures of every single artist coming to the festival.  Each one needs to be met at the airport/station by our trusty volunteer drivers (with many thanks to Citroën for the festival cars), brought to their accommodation, introduced to their venue, familiarised with the city…. All 260 of them.  It’s a huge job.  They’re coming from Brazil, the Faroe Islands, the Balkans, the US, the UK, Norway, France, Germany, Belgium, The Netherlands, Cork, Mullingar….

“And Poland”, Aisling in the office chips in.  Ah yes, the Poles.  Given the weather so far this summer, we hope we weren’t tempting fate bringing a huge outdoor spectacle from Poland called “The Ark” to Kilkenny.  But, rain or shine, it will go ahead and it’s going to be spectacular.

Undoubtedly the unmissable highlight of the festival’s free outdoor events this year, “The Ark” is a powerful and thrilling spectacle by Polish company Teatr Osmego Dnia, who are truly world leaders in outdoor performance.  “The Ark” tells the universal story of how, in times of conflict and war, the ordinary lives of innocent people are turned upside down, yet the indomitable strength of the human spirit finds ways to prevail and to continue to celebrate life.  This story is presented so vividly, and is so visually gripping, that the power of the performance on this great, big-winged ship, gliding through the crowd, cannot help but sweep you along in its wake.
Picture the setting: You’re in the crowd of hundreds of other curious Kilkenny people, it’s dark, the air is thick with excitement and expectation… The action begins, part one: “The Wedding”.  This is no ordinary theatre show, the actors are performing among the audience, it’s happening all around you, on the “bridge”, on the “tower” and suddenly there’s an explosion and bang!  We’re into part two, “The Ark” appears, like a beacon in the night, a ray of hope in the dark, this great big, benevolent ship weaves through the crowd, spreading its sails, gathering in the weary and the war-torn, the “passengers” who play out the memories of their abandoned lives and their devastated homes, their joys and sorrows, their hopes and dreams on the broad deck of The Ark in front of and all around you.  It’s compelling, it’s moving, it’s outstanding.  You have to come and see this show.  

It’s exciting, too, that “The Ark” is taking place outdoor at Kilkenny’s newest venue, The Hub at Cillín Hill on the Dublin Road.  For anyone who doesn’t know, this is the sparkling new premises owned and operated by Kilkenny Mart, who are moving out from Barrack Street this week.  The impressive development at Cillín Hill, as well as housing business units and sales rings, also has a fabulous bar and restaurant and The Hub, a 17,000 square foot arena.  So, as well as coming to see a fantastic outdoor theatrical spectacle, you’ll also have the opportunity to check out Kilkenny’s latest spot!  We are very grateful to Michael Lynch and everyone at the Mart for allowing us to use their space for “The Ark” performance and for also making a number of the Cillín Hill units available to us for visual art exhibitions.  You could say we’ll have our own “hub” of festival activity at Cillín Hill!
As this is a large-scale, outdoor performance, here are a few tips to make sure you have an enjoyable experience at “The Ark”:
· Date, time, location: Sunday 12th August at 9.45pm outside The Hub at Cillín Hill, Dublin Road, Kilkenny (heading out the Dublin Road from Kilkenny in the Carlow direction, go under the railway bridge and it’s at the new roundabout on the left.).

· It’s free, but ticketed so be sure to collect your tickets from the festival box office in advance to reduce queuing time at The Hub.

· Car parking is available on site, but come early to secure your spot.

· Buses will run from The Parade from 8.30pm (EUR2.00 return, tickets available on the bus)

· This is an outdoor event and will go ahead in the event of rain, so please bring rain wear!

Also, we’ll need lots of senior (over 18’s) volunteers to help with stewarding at “The Ark”, so if you’d like to help out, please call Niamh, our Volunteer Co-ordinator on (087) 3273956.  

Our sincere thanks to Kevin Moore Building Contractor Ltd for their kind sponsorship of this event.  And, of course, a big thank you to An Garda Síochána and the emergency services for their assistance in bringing “The Ark” to you.  

Remember, rain or shine, we’re all heading for The Ark!
Kilkenny Arts Festival runs from 10th – 19th August.  Tickets for The Ark and all other festival events are available from the festival box office at the St Francis Abbey Brewery on Parliament Street (opposite Rothe House), tel (056) 7752175 or see www.kilkennyarts.ie Volunteers are needed for all events.  If you’re keen to help out as a Junior (15-18 yrs) or Senior (over 18) Volunteer, please call Niamh on (087) 3273956.
Kilkenny Arts Festival is a non-profit organisation, principally funded by The Arts Council, Fáilte Ireland and Kilkenny County and Borough Councils and gratefully acknowledges the support of all sponsors and Business Friends, whose contributions help to sustain the festival’s activities.  
ENDS

